
 

Periodic Trends Jigsaw 
ACTIVITY I (10 MINUTES) 

You will work in Groups of 4.  Each group of students will begin with a common set of data (electronegativity, 
electron affinity, ionization energy, atomic radii).  

(1) Discuss your data as a group until you are confident you can teach someone else about your data.  It is 
probably a good idea to take notes. Address the following. (ENGAGE & EXPLORE) 

(a) Start by defining the property IN YOUR OWN WORDS. 

(b) Establish the scale for your property in terms of more favorable and less favorable. 

(c) Describe the general trends as you move across a period and down a group.  Why do those trends exist? 

(d) Describe exceptions to the general trends.  How do you explain these exceptions? 

ACTIVITY II (20 MINUTES) 

You will change groups so that there will be an “expert” in each of the four data sets.  Teach each other about 
your data and come to a common understanding about the concepts, facts and theories explained by your data.  
Be prepared to report your work to the class. (EXPLAIN) 

ACTIVITY III (20 MINUTES) 

Students will be randomly chosen to explain one of the concepts (ionization energy, atomic radii, electronegativity, 
electron affinity).  You should be prepared to explain to the class the answers to (1) for any of the four data sets. 
(EXPLAIN) 

POST ACTIVITY IV  

With your group write a group report about the periodic trends we discussed in class today. The report should 
address the following: 

(a) Ionization Energy 

(b) Electron Affinity 

(c) Electronegativity 

(d) Atomic Radii 

(e) “Advanced Data” if assigned 

For each of the first four properties, you should (1) define the property (2) State and explain the general trends (3) 
Identify important exceptions to the general trends and give explanations as to why these exceptions occur.  As 
for the length of the report, keep it as short as you can where you still provide FULL explanations of the trends. It 
is best to type the report. If I can’t read it, I won’t be able to grade it.  (EXPLAIN) 
 
THIS IS A GROUP ASSIGNMENT – ONLY ONE REPORT PER GROUP! 
POST ACTIVITY VI 
Look up the lanthanide contraction using any resources you have available and write a paragraph explaining this 
phenomenon.  I will be calling on several lucky students to read their explanations to the class. Make sure you 
can describe which elements are affected, how they are affected and what phenomenon is responsible for the 
“contraction”. (ENGAGE, EXPLORE, EXPLAIN) 
 
Your group report and paragraph about the lanthanide contraction are due at the beginning of the next class 
period.  



ATOMIC RADII 

EMPIRICALLY MEASURED RADII 

 
CALCULATED ATOMIC RADII 

 
  



ELECTRONEGATIVITY 

PAULING ELECTRONEGATIVITIES 

 
PERIODIC VARIATION OF ELECTRONEGATIVITY 

 
  



IONIZATION ENERGIES 

IONIZATION ENERGY (EV) VS ATOMIC WEIGHT 

 
IONIZATION ENERGY (EV) VS ATOMIC WEIGHT (PERIODS 1-3) 

 
  



ELECTRON AFFINITY 

ELECTRON AFFINITIES 

 

 


